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Once again Pictorius was well repre- 
sented at WWDC, Apple's World 
Wide Developer's Conference. The 
conference, held every year in May at 
the San Jose Convention Center in San 
Jose, ran from May 7th to 12th with a 
record 4,000+ attendees. 


Prograph appeared in several of the 
conference sessions. Notably 
Peregrine was announced at a devel- 
oper tools session, and two large 
Prograph applications, KidSim and 
AccuSource were demonstrated. 


KidSim, an exciting new children's 
program being created by Apple, was 
shown in an educational software ses- 
sion and received a very enthusiastic 
response. KidSim is truly an amazing 
application. 


THE GRAPHER 


AccuSource was presented in a 
keynote session by Bergen Brunswig 
Drug Company. AccuSource is a very 
successful database application for 
pharmacists which has been deployed 
to over a thousand sites. The human 
interface for AccuSource makes 
impressive use of color, sound and 
graphics. 


The conference also featured a 
Developer Tools exhibit with repre- 
sentation from many companies 
including, MetroWerks, Apple, 
Microsoft, Symantec and about sixty 
others. The exhibit opened in a crush 
with attendees pouring in through a 
wall of balloons to a layout of deli- 
cious snacks and drinks. We gave 
non-stop demos for four hours. The 
only crash happened when someone 
spilled wine and sushi on one of our 
keyboards! 


The exhibit continued on a more sober 
keel for the next two days. Peregrine 
was very well received. Many devel- 
opers were especially impressed 
when they realized that besides a set 
of high level client builder tools, 
Peregrine also made the full power of 
the Prograph ABCs available. One of 
my favorite parts of giving a demo 
was showing how the client building 
editors themselves could be fully cus- 
tomized. 


We also showed Prograph itself to 
anyone who hadn't seen it. John 
Heaney, a long time Prograph user 
spent some time in the booth helping 
us with that. We found that, among 
developers at the conference who did- 
n't actually own Prograph, almost all 
had heard of Prograph and had a 
pretty good idea about what it is. It is 
very gratifying to see our acceptance 
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among developers grow year by year. 
Prograph is quite well known now 
among the Macintosh developer com- 
munity. I believe that over the years 
we have done at least 4,000 demos at 
WWDC. 


Of course we attended many, many 
Apple sessions and collected lots of 
information about Apple's marketing 
directions and technology especially 
OpenDoc, SOM, Copland, and the 
new PowerMacs. One technology that 
I am especially excited about is SOM, 
IBM's System Object Model, which 
Apple is using to support OpenDoc. I 
believe that SOM opens the door for 
the complete integration of Prograph 
with other object-oriented languages, 
such as C++ and SmallTalk. 


Copland, Apple's next operating sys- 
tem also presents many new opportu- 
nities for improving the Prograph lan- 
guage and environment, with active 
assistance and the new customizable 
user experience. Finally. of course 
there is OpenDoc, a must-do for any 
development environment, there are 
plenty of exciting technical challenges 
in this area. 


As usual WWDC was fun and pro- 
ductive for the Prograph team, we 
met , talked and partied with many of 
our customers, as well as our friends 
at Apple and dtF and other compa- 
nies. We are all looking forward to 
next year's WWDC when we'll be 
demonstrating the projects we are 
working on and planning today. 


Hope to see you there! 


Yh) Sud 


Great Press Clips 


"What more can I say than that Prograph 
CPX has been my development environ- 
ment of choice for producing applications 
for the past two years or so, and will 
probably remain so for the foreseeable 


future.” 


Kurt Schmucker, MacTech Magazine, 
May 1995 


"The fledgling Pictorius Inc. is making 
big plans for client-server application 
development. Slated to leave the nest this 
month, the company’s Peregrine environ- 
ment will provide visual programming 
tools based on Prograph CPX." 


Clifford Colby, MacWeek, May 8, 
1995 


VISUAL 


The Visual News is an independant 
monthly publication devoted to the 
Prograph CPX language. It includes 
CPX tutorials, how-to-do it features 
as well as reviews of completed apps. 
$50 per year for 12 issues (US 
addresses) $65 per year for the VN 


Ground reader. 


For a free sample VN copy, contact: 


David OM 
10525 Cozey Court 
Forestville, Cal USA 95436 
707-887-1707 
America On-Line: VN SUBS 
Internet: davidom@crl.com 


All back issues are available, beginning 
with the first VN mag ($5) in September 
'93 and the first VN disk ($8) in October 
'93. 


Meet Documentation 
Dave 


Dave's Alma Mater is Halifax's own 
Dalhousie University. Dave has 
degrees in both Computer Science 
and Experimental Psychology. Now 
this is an odd enough combination, 
but he then confounded things fur- 
ther by stumbling into the area of 
technical writing. On a whim, short- 
ly after his graduation, he booked a 
few interviews in Toronto. 


Tie Communications Canada hired 
him off the street to help document a 
new switch. Dave didn't stay there 
too long but it helped him find his 
niche. 


In addition to working for a number 
of smallish software labs,Dave spent 
a couple of years with I. P. Sharp 
Associates, the company responsible 
for the first implementation of APL. 
He describes APL as "algorithm-ori- 
ented" but "odd and unnatural" and 
"too wrapped up with vectors and 
matrices and stuff that nobody on this 
planet uses." He remembers industry 
pioneer Dr.Ken Iverson as "a keen 
dude" and "excellent." For the five 
years prior to coming to Prograph, 
Dave worked as a consultant for IBM 
Canada. 


Dave grew up in Halifax, though, and 
like all maritimers, the urge to come 
home was strong. He was tired of the 
big city and tired of big blue. 


He describes the final straw as fol- 
lows: "It was about 7 in the morning 
and I walked into one of the bath- 
rooms at the IBM building at 3600 
Steeles Avenue. There were ten, 
twelve guys in there identically 
dressed; blue pin-striped suit, red tie, 
white shirt, black shoes. Each one 
was engaged in some sort of hygienic 
endeavor, flossing, combing his hair, 
brushing his teeth, it was a bizarre 
scene - a cross between Twin Peaks 
and a Robert Palmer video." 


Dave joined the Prograph team in 


September, 1993, just after the first 
release of CPX. Since then, he's been 
the busiest man in technical writing, 
tracking virtually every project and 
product. Prograph is Dave's first 
experience with the Mac. He says he 
likes the Mac, although he finds the 
Centris series a little flaky. "My 610 
keeps asking me if I want fries with 
that and telling me to have a nice day. 
It's really distracting. I don't know, I 
think there's some kind of memory- 
resident McDonalds training soft- 
ware installed." 


Editor’s note: Dave is a little camera shy and offered this 
photo from a favourite album cover instead of a personal 
mugshot. We think Dave has spent a little too much time 
writing technical manuals. We promise that, as soon as we 
can, we'll snap his photo and print it. 


At Pictorius, Dave has a daily routine. 
Early morning finds him yelling pro- 
fanities at the developers. He then 
gives each member of senior manage- 
ment a noogie. Next comes the taunt- 
ing. By nine o'clock he's ready to get 
down to productive work. 


Its really quite a sight to see. 


Dave has been asking for customer 
help recently. If you have any sug- 
gestions regarding Prograph docu- 
mentation, email them to dthom- 
son@pictorius.com. He does need 


-your help. 
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Hamlet Prints Some Remarks 


To C, or not to C,- that is the question:- 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The punchcards and greenbar of outra- 
geous FORTRAN, 

Or to take arms against a C++ of 
troubles, 

And by Prographing, end them? 

To code,-to compile,-No more; 
and by a VOOPL to say we end 
The heartache and the thousand natural 
syntax errors That text is heir to,- 
‘tis a compilation 
Devoutly to be wish’d. To code,- to 
compile;- 

To compile! Perchance to beep:- aye, 
there’s the bug;. 

For in that deep ol’ nest what freeze - 
may come, 


When we have suffered oft this awful toil, 


Must give us chores: There’s the repeat 
That makes calamity of so long lists; 
For who would bear the slips and drops 
of Symantec, 

The oppressor’s wrong, the proud 
chairman’s arrogance, 

The pangs of despis’d assembler, the 
compiler’s delay, 

The insomnia of coffees, and the spurns 
that patient waiting for Dylan takes, 
When he himself might his application 
make With a Visual Object Oriented 
Dataflow 
Languge? 

Who would far calls bear, 

To grunt and sweat over a misplaced 
parenthesis 
But that the dread of something after 
PI,-The undiscovered company, of whose 
visual syntax 
No programmer complains,- puzzles the 
will, 

And makes us rather bear those 
languages we type 
Than fly to others where we point and 
click? 

Thus conference dues make converts of 
us all; 

And thus the festive blue of operation 
Is shift-clicked o’er with a fail, fast 
as thought; 

And enterprises of great plinth-like 
logos, 

With this re-org, their currents turn 
oh my, 

And lose the name of International. 
--Software now! 


Martin Gregory 
Loyal Prograph CPX developer 


A Letter from the President 


Halifax, June 23, 1995 


Today is the absolute final deadline for contributions to this issue of the Grapher, and 
as usual I have left mine to the very last minute. But in a way I’m glad, because the front 
page of this morning’s Globe & Mail (Canada’s national newspaper) bore the headline: 


Peregrine falcons make city comeback 


The article reports on the fact that peregrines were in danger of extinction due to indus- 
trial pollution, but are now breeding again and increasing in number after a breeding 
program to save the species. What the article doesn’t mention is that the breeding pro- 
gram was a Nova Scotian effort, but then the Globe, although it may be the national 
newspaper, is published in Upper Canada! 


There are some very quotable lines in this article, which you’d swear was written with 
Pictorius’ new Peregrine client/server products in mind, for example “The prognosis 
for peregrine falcons ... appears promising”. “There is a small but expanding popula- 
tion...” obviously means the Peregrine Developers’ Release; and “...the fastest creature 
in the world...timed at more than 300 kilometres an hour in a dive on prey” is a clear 
reference to the development speed of Peregrine and its effect on the competition. 


Unfortunately, the article is headed by a grisly picture of two peregrines tearing a 
pigeon apart as fodder for their chick. But hey, everyone has to eat! 


The Peregrine family will be the first new products to be released by Pictorius, and rep- 

resents a new category of products based on building very-high level, application spe- 
cific tools on the Prograph CPX platform. As the industry evolves, we will be watching 
for further opportunities to exploit the power of Prograph technology in this way. 


The next project to reach its conclusion in the near future is the PowerMac compiler, 
which we know you are eagerly waiting for. We had hoped for its release in the second 
quarter, but the end of June is rushing up to meet us and we’re not quite there yet. 
However, significant progress has been made on core technology in common with 
Windows Prograph; and we have been very careful to make quality a priority, instead 
of taking shortcuts. Nevertheless, we are committed to releasing the first PowerMac 
compiler on the next issue of PDN. 


In the four short months since it was founded, Pictorius has made great progress. We 
are working to make Prograph technology, and products based on it, a major success 
both for the company and for our customers. 


Best regards 


If the address we have for you is not correct, or if you are moving, please take a 
moment to update this information and fax it to us at 902-455-2246. Thank you! 


Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

City: State/Province: 
Country: Postal Code: 


Tel: Tel: 
Fax: Email: 
Effective date: 


Cool Customer Apps 


Electronic Portfolio 


a quick overview by Jason MacNeil 


Electronic Portfolio is the latest product written by Mark Fisher, well known in the 
Prograph community for the very impressive LabQuest, an educator's spreadsheet and 


graphing program. 


Electronic Portfolio is a complete multimedia database for portfolio-based assessments 
intended for use in the educational market. 


Electronic Portfolio automates many duties of a student assessor - for instance, it helps 
you: 


¢ Store student work samples (e.g. slides, video, word processing documents, pictures) 
electronically. | 


e Replace time-consuming record keeping with the Electronic Portfolio's bar coding, per- 
sonal digital assistant (PDA), and importing /exporting features. 


¢ Easily attach student work to track student progress throughout the school year. 


¢ Review an electronic portfolio of each student's work related to specific content and 
performance standards. 


Some welcome and powerful features of EP are its extensive reporting capabilities (let- 
ters, graphs, lists, and even customized report cards), its icon-driven menu (allows you 
to attach student examples, access on-screen definitions, record verbal information, or 
sort data), and the ease of addition and deletion of any student record, including those 
networked between classrooms, schools, or districts. 


New assessments can be quickly created in any format using picture icons and object- 
based palettes. 


For more information on Electronic Portfolio, LabQuest, or other Learning Quest prod- 
ucts you can e-mail "labquest@PEAK.org", or visit Learning Quest's home page at 
"http: / /www.peak.org /~labquest/index.html". 


Editor’s Note: Jason MacNeil will be writing this column in all upcoming ‘GRAPHERS, if you 
would like to submit your app., we'd love to hear from you! 


The 1995 Prograph 
Developers’ Conference 


...1S scheduled for November 10th, 
11th and 12th in Cupertino at the 
Apple Conference facility in RD4. 
Mark it on your calendar! 


Planning for the conference is well 
underway. We are looking forward to 
introducing both new products and 
new staff to the developer communi- 


ty. 


This year’s conference, along with 
featuring many of the changes and 
suggestions submitted by previous 
conference attendees, will focus on 
both our new client server tools and 
the Windows 95 and NT products. 


The fee for this year’s conference will 
be $450 US. If you would like to pre- 
register or for a copy of the pre-limi- 
nary itinerary, please call us at 1-800- 
927-4847 or send us e-mail: sales 
@pictorius.com. For AOL users, you 
may reach us at SalesPI. 


THE “GRAPHER 


is published by Pictorius Incorporated, 
2745 Dutch Village Road, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Canada, B3L 4G7. (You may also 
reach us by calling 902-455-4446 X226, 
by fax at 902-455-2246 or by e-mail at 
paula.minnikin @ pictorius.com) 


If you would like to advertise in the 
Grapher, please contact us at the address 
above for rate sheets, circulation informa- 
tion and run dates. 


We welcome your comments and sugges- 
tions for future features. 


Paula Minnikin, Editor 


Tangent Systems objx™ for CPX 


-e TS Fourier 
e TS Equation 


eTS Help 


_ © TS Sound 


in the Future: 
Vv TS Wavelet 


V TS NeuralNet 
... and More! 


- a growing class library 


for sophisticated application development. TS objx™ can 
help you get a jump on your next CPX application. Each 
"section" comes with Examples and a Users Guide. Sold in 
"Execute Only" and "Full Source" versions. Prices range 
from $60 - $350. Call Now for pricing! Visa/Mastercard 


Tangent Systems 


P.O. Box 83338 
San Diego, CA 92138-3338 


1-800-819-8819 


FAX: (619)-222-5589 


email: tansys@ aol.com 


The Pictorius Gang 


Thank you to all those users who 
named 10 people in the staff picture. 
We hope you enjoy your Prograph 
Classic T-shirts! 


Going from left to right, the people in 
the March Grapher photo are, Steve 
Hebert, Neil Wing, the very jolly Paul 
Morash, Lyn Waller with Janet 
Harding climbing behind her, kneel- 
ing is Leone O’Halloran and enjoying 
the jungle gym are Earl Fong, Mark 
Power and Phil Cox. Phil is grabbing 
Jason MacNeil by the collar (per 
usual!) and kneeling in front of Jason 
are Paula Minnikin and Rod Burgar. 
Sneaking in behind Jason are John 
Garden and Mark Kane, Robert 
Sichky is toasting the occasion with a 
pepsi, Catherine Beauchamp is right 
in front of him. Darryl Proudfoot is 


taking a slide much to the amuse- 
ment of Rick MacDonald and Celia 
Cox. Mark McManus is in the ball hat 
and John Bowman is kneeling at the 


end. 


Conspicuously absent are several 
staff members, including Dave 
Thomson, Garth Smedley and Mike 
DeCoffe who are all a little camera 
shy. 


We have added a few new staff mem- 
bers since then. Some of you may 
have already met them on the tele- 
phone. These people comprise our 
new Sales and Marketing team and 
are busily working out our trade 
show schedule and advertising cam- 
paigns for both new and existing 
products. 


Below from left to right are Corilee 
Fox (Manager of Marketing 
Communications), Nancy Mikula 
(Marketing Manager), Alex Kosarow 
(Vice President Sales and Marketing), 
Bill Pavlounis (Inside Sales Rep.), 
Chris Green (Inside Sales Rep.) and 
Steve Hebert (Inside Sales Rep.) 


Please join us in welcoming them to 
the Pictorius Team. If you would like 
to contact any member of the Sales 
Team, please feel free to call us at 1- 
800-927-4847. 


Your comments, complaints, compli- 
ments and/or suggestions are always 
welcome. 

Paula Minnikin 


Introducing 


BOGRAPH 8 
FA PICTORIUS g PRODUCT 


The ultimate client/server 
development tool for the Mac. 


by Alex Kosarow, 
Vice President of Sales and Marketing 


Last month at Apple's World Wide 
Developers Conference, we released 
the Peregrine family of client/server 
development tools. This marks a very 
significant achievement for Pictorius 
as it represents our first new product 
release. We are particularly proud of 
this achievement considering that the 
company is just over four months old. 


Let's take a look at the structure, func- 
tionality, features and benefits, and 
the products available. 


The Peregrine family consists of three 
products today: Peregrine Developer, 
Peregrine Corporate and Peregrine 
Reports. 


Peregrine Developer is the entry level 
product. It includes it's own database 
from dtF, one copy of Reports and 
Prograph CPX 1.2. Standalone appli- 
cations can be developed and 
deployed easily, and there is nothing 
else you require. Peregrine Developer 
also supports workgroup computing 
through its built in interfaces to dtF 
and Butler multi-user servers. 


Peregrine Corporate is the next level 
in the family. It provides all the fea- 
tures and functionality of Developer, 
with added middleware for connec- 


tion to some of today's most popular 
databases. The current line up of sup- 
ported multi-user database servers 
include Oracle and _ Sybase. 
Continuing development efforts will 
yield middleware connectivity for 
other database servers, and we invite 
your suggestions as to which other 
ones you would like to see added. 


Finally, there is Peregrine Reports 
which is a standalone report writer 
application. Developers can set up 
reports for their client’s use, and 
clients can also acquire and use 
Reports to develop custom reports on 
an individual basis. 


The Peregrine products are all based 
on Prograph CPX 1.2. Although 
Prograph CPX 1.2 underlies the 
Peregrine products, the environment 
was designed so that users are not 
required to drop into Prograph CPX 
in order to build applications. 
Developers do have the option to 
drop into CPX at any time. Peregrine 
retains the extensibility of CPX and it 
relies on the underlying power of 
CPX, making it a very fast and highly 
productive tool for developing 
client/server solutions. 


Peregrine Developer can be pur- 
chased in two versions, with 
Prograph CPX, or without. Users 
who already have Prograph CPX 1.2 
and are current members of the 
Prograph Developer Network (PDN), 


can simply purchase Peregrine 
Developer client/server tools sepa- 
rately for only $995.00. Those requir- 
ing Prograph CPX 1.2 can order the 
standard package for only $1,495.00. 


The standard Peregrine Corporate 


product ships complete with one 
copy of Reports, a single user version 
of dtF and Prograph CPX 1.2, all for 
only $2,495.00. For current PDN 


members who already have Prograph 
CPX 1.2, Peregrine Corporate 
client/server tools can be ordered 
separately for $1995.00. Remember, 
there is no application deployment 
fee with Peregrine development tools 
like you have with other tools. You 
pay by the development seat only. 


Peregrine Reports is sold as an appli- 
cation. Both Peregrine Developer and 
Peregrine Corporate come with one 
copy to help you complete your 
applications. Additional client copies 
are priced at $249.00, and site licenses 
for quantities over 25 are available. 


V8 AutoRelational Engine 


8, an industrial-strength object-oriented database engine, can be 
integrated with any Prograph application. A Prograph class library, V8 
runs APPEAL, DBA’s intuitive AutoRelational database system. V8 


any database item. Get the full story on V8, AutoRelationality, APPE/ 


and DBA’s consulting Services. 


Davies Bosch Associates 
2415 Windward Lane 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
tel: (714) 642-9057 

fax: (714) 642-9095 
AppleLink: DAVIES.BOSCH 


Suggested retail price $149 


Pictorius Incorporated Product Order Form 


Prograph CPX 1.2 $ 695 QO 
Prograph CPX 1.2 upgrade from CPX 1.X $ 75 QO 
Prograph Classic $ 99 = 
Prograph Classic upgrade from 2.5 $ 40 QO 
nsion Pr for Prograph CP 
Charting Tools $ 99 QO 
IAC Toolkit $ 99 OQ 
C-Tool $ 199 QO 
Communications Toolbox $ 299 QO 
Visual Effects Manager $ 149 QO 
Prograph Developer’s Network Membership 
Basic $ 495 QO 
Premium | $ 995 QO 
Peregrine Client/Server Development Tools 
Peregrine Developer $ 1495 QO 
Peregrine Corporate $ 2495 O 
Peregrine Developer (existing CPX users only) $ 995 Q 
Peregrine Corporate (existing CPX users only) $ 1995 QO 
Peregrine Reports $ 249 QO 
Peregrine Reports (more than 25 seats) please call for pricing QO 
Shipping, Handling and Administrative Fees 
Shipping within North America by airmail $ 15 QO 
Shipping within North America by courier $ 25 Q 
Shipping Internatonal by airmail $ 25 QO 
Shipping International by courier $ 50 QO 
Purchase Order service charge $ 10 QO 


CANADIAN RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 7% GST 


All prices quoted are in American Dollars. Credit card orders are charged in Canadian Dollars. We accept Visa, Mastercard and 
Amercian Express. We also accept purchase orders OAC. 


Prograph CPX and Peregrine come with an unconditional 60 day money back guarantee and 90 days of free technical support. 

—__ Extension products come with an unconditional 30 day money back guarantee as well as 30 days of free technical support. Prograph 
Classic comes with an unconditional 30 day money back guarantee and 30 days of free e-mail technical support. (Re-stocking fee on 
returned items- $ 25) 


To place an order simply call 1-800-927-4847 (or 902-455-4446X265) or send a facsimilé to 
902-455-2246. You may also send e-mail to sales @pictorius.com or AOL: SalesPI 


REGISTRATION #: FIRST NAME: LAST NAME: 
COMPANY: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE: COUNTRY: ZIP: 
TELEPHONE: FAX: E-MAIL: 
METHOD OF PAYMENT: VISAQ MASTERCARDO AMERICAN EXPRESSO 
CARD # EXPIRES SIGNATURE 
OR 


CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 2 PURCHASE ORDER # COPY ATTACHEDO 


Welcome to Pictorius 


Progr aph Products 


Check out the Pictorius Inc. home page! To navigate, you need only click on the 
CPX class that interests you and you're 

The Grapher is now available on the World there! 

Wide Web along with all the latest product and 

pricing information. For now, point your Web browsers at 


“http://192.219.29.95/home.html”. In the 
Thanks to Jason MacNeil and the tech support not-too-distant future, you'll be able to go 
crew along with Berit Erikson, our librarian, we to “www.pictorius.com” to see Pl’s page. 
have now removed the yellow “under construc- 
tion” sign. Of course we'll always be making If you have any comments, send them 
new additions and changes, but the Web page ___ along to “webmaster@prograph.com’”. 
is now Officially open! 

Any and all input is very welcome. 


Where to find support on the ‘Nets... 


BBS: We have a First Class BBS available 24 hours a day. Here you will find discussion areas with postings from other users, bug fixes 
and work-arounds, and info on our latest products. To fully utilize the Pictorius BBS, you need First Class Client software. The BBS 
number is (902) 455-6616. e-mail: Administrator 


America Online: If you are an AOL subscriber, search on keyword "prograph" to find the lively Prograph discussion area. Included here 
are 25 - 30 Prograph sub-topics, file libraries, and bug fixes. There is also a lively chat on Sundays from 6 to 10 p.m. PST. e-mail: 
Prographer 


Compuserve: If you are a CIS subscriber, we monitor Section 5 of the Mac Developers forum. In Lib5 you'll also find file libraries and 
bug fixes. e-mail: 73300, 3460 


Applelink: If you are an Applelink subscriber, you can find the Prograph forum in Third Parties (P - Z). We also monitor the discussion 
areas, and administer the file libraries here. e-mail: Prograph.SPT 


Internet:If you have access to the internet, you can read the usenet newsgroup "comp.lang.prograph" for information. e-mail: sup- 
port@pictorius.com. 


